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Cecilia Balli is a contributing writer for Texas Monthly. She is currently
working on a nonfiction book about the murder of young women in Ciudad
Juarez, Mexico, for Metropolitan Books. A native of Brownsville, Texas,
she has written many stories about the U.S.-Mexico border. Her personal
essays have appeared in various anthologies, including Puro Border (Cinco
Puntos Press), Colonize This! (Seal Press), Border-line Personalities (Rayo/
Harpercollins), and Rio Grande (UT Press). In 2004, she was a finalist for the
Livingston Awards for Young Journalists and the John Bartlow Martin Award
for Public Interest Magazine Journalism. She began her journalism career as a
reporter for The Brownsville Herald and the San Antonio Express-News, and
has also been published in Harper s magazine. She is a graduate of Stanford
University and lives in Houston, where she is finishing a doctorate in cultural
anthropology at Rice University.



